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Dear Friends and Supporters,

| first want to take a moment to acknowledge the heaviness so many of us are feeling due to the
brokenness of our world today, particularly places where wars and violent conflict are erupting or
continuing without ceasing. Can we take a moment to breathe and pray together? Take a moment to
close your eyes and calm your thoughts, then join me in a breathing prayer.

Breathe in and repeat these words (aloud or in your mind): Jesus is the Light of the World
Breathe out and repeat these words: The darkness can never extinguish the Light

Breathe in: Jesus is the Prince of Peace
Breathe out: May the peace of Christ prevail throughout the earth

Breathe in: Jesus is the Great Reconciler
Breathe out: May we live in right relationship with God, with one another, and with the earth

Lebanon Update

Some of you have reached out to me with great concern about Rev. Linda Macktaby and her beloved
homeland of Lebanon in recent days, and | thank you for your care and concern. I’ve received almost
daily updates (sometimes even several messages a day) from Pastor Linda since February 28, and the
news is disturbing. Pastor Linda has reported airstrikes and explosions in Southern Lebanon, the Bekaa
Valley (Eastern Lebanon), and in the suburbs of Beirut. Pastor Linda has even shared video footage of
explosions happening near her home and the home of her parents. Some of these attacks are happening
in Christian communities in Lebanon. Pastor Linda is, once again, doing everything she can to care for the
thousands of people actively being displaced now, even as she continues to care for thousands of people
who have been displaced since October 2023. Please pray for Pastor Linda, her family, her beloved
homeland of Lebanon, and the tens of thousands of people at risk of death or displacement due to the
current conflict.

Afghanistan Update

The day before the Iran strikes occurred, Pakistan carried out airstrikes in 20 locations across
Afghanistan, which was immediately met with retaliation by the Taliban. I’'ve been connected with several
Afghan individuals and families who either weren’t able to flee Afghanistan in 2021, or who fled to



Pakistan and have been stuck there without a safe and legal path to long-term refuge, and who have
direct ties to individuals or churches in the RCA. This includes a family for whom | found a Canadian
church to sponsor them for resettlement, and whose resettlement application is currently pending. Will
you please join me in prayer for this family? For their safety? That their refugee resettlement application
will be approved quickly? That God will make a way for their safe arrival in Canada before the end of the
year? For the church that has stepped out in faith to sponsor them?

Trip to Costa Rica

In February, | was blessed to travel to Costa Rica on a trip organized by Grace Newhouse (RCA
missionary). The trip had two main objectives: 1) to spend time with Ruth & James Padilla DeBorst and
learn more about their work with A Rocha Costa Rica, and 2) to participate in the Oh, Healing River
Conference (led by Dr. Ruth Padilla DeBorst and Rev. Dr. Sue Rozeboom, professors at Western
Theological Seminary).

Ruth and James Padilla DeBorst will be joining RCA Global Mission as missionaries in June 2026, and part
of their work with A Rocha Costa Rica is providing care for migrants and asylum seekers. You can learn
more about their missionary work here. | previously worked with James in a joint RCA/CRC working group
for a program called Journeys into Friendship (focused on calling and equipping the church to build
intentional, authentic, and mutual friendships with people who come from different religious and cultural
backgrounds), and I’'m thankful that the Padilla DeBorsts will soon be joining the RCA Global Mission
team! Please pray for Ruth and James as they make this transition.

The Oh, Healing River conference was a three-day event focused on how we-as Christ followers—are
called to live in right relationships with God, with others, and with the cosmos (creation). I really
appreciated the care and conviction both Ruth and Sue expressed when teaching or leading reflection
times about the connection between creation (specifically air, land, and water) and mass forced
displacement of people worldwide.

| want to thank Grace, Ruth, James, Sue, and everyone at A Rocha Costa Rica for sharing their time,
talents, resources, and hospitality with me and other participants.

Italy Refugee Community Sponsorship Project

In my 2025 end of year missionary report, | shared the good news that we met our goal of raising $50,000
to support the work of another RCA missionary (Hannah Kummer) and our mission partner
(Mediterranean Hope) as they expand their Humanitarian Corridor program through a new community
sponsorship program for refugee resettlement. Thank you to everyone who supported this project
through prayer and financial gifts!

Today | leave you with Giuseppe's story of how sponsoring Afghan refugees for resettlement has made a
world of difference for him and for his new Afghan friends.

May peace prevail,

JJ TenClay

Missionary

Refugee Ministries Coordinator
RCA Global Mission



A Call to Prayer For Those Impacted By War

March 24, 2026

Dear Friends in Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In these days, our hearts are heavy as we witness the ongoing war in the Middle East. The images
and stories that reach us are filled with sorrow—lives lost, communities shattered, and a deepening
sense of fear and uncertainty. As followers of Jesus, we lament this violence and name clearly what
we know to be true: war is not the way of Christ. So | invite you to join me and millions of other
Christians to pray for peace.

Jesus calls us to be peacemakers, to love our enemies, and to seek reconciliation over destruction.
And yet, we find ourselves in a world where violence continues to escalate, and where decisions
made by leaders have consequences that ripple across nations and generations. We pray fervently
for those in positions of power, that they would be guided by heavenly wisdom, courage, and a
commitment to peace—that they would choose paths that bring an end to the violence and open
doors toward restoration.

At the same time, we lift up before God the millions of innocent people whose lives have been forever
changed. We grieve with those who have lost loved ones. We remember those who have been forced
from their homes, whose familiar ways of life have been disrupted, perhaps for years to come. We
pray for those facing daily uncertainty—without reliable access to food, clean water, or safety. And we
hold in prayer those who are struggling to hold on to hope in the midst of overwhelming loss.

We also recognize that this war does not remain confined to one region. Its effects are felt around the
globe—economically, socially, and spiritually. And as is so often the case, those who suffer most are
those who were already living on the margins. Rising costs, disrupted supply chains, and instability
only deepen the hardships for the most vulnerable among us.

As the Christian community, we are called to respond. We are called to stand with those who are
hurting, to come alongside those who are in greatest need, and to be bearers of Christ's compassion
in a broken world. This is not new for us. For nearly 400 years, the Reformed Church in America has
sought to stand with those on the margins—to walk with them, support them, and bear witness to the
love and justice of Jesus Christ.

In this moment, that calling remains as urgent as ever.

So we pray. We give. We advocate. We refuse to turn away. And we trust that even in the darkest
moments, God is present—working through the faithful witness of God'’s people to bring light, healing,
and hope.

If you and your congregation feel compelled to help those on the margins in this time of need please
consider giving to the RCA Global Mission International Disaster Relief Fund. All funds received will
be used to help those in greatest need at this time.

May we be instruments of hope.

In Christ’s peace,

Rev. Eddy Aleman
General Secretary
Reformed Church in America



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Your time and kindness can bring real change to your community!
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Benefits:

» Tax-free stipend

* Transportation reimbursement

* Meal Reimbursement

» Friendship and lasting relationships

CONTACT US! . 712-476-2628
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